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(54) MANUFACTURING MACHINE AND MANUFACTURING METHOD FOR THE PRODUCTION OF
POUCHES, EACH CONTAINING A QUANTITY OF LOOSE PRODUCT

(57)  Amanufacturing machine (6) and a manufactur-
ing method for the production of pouches (1), preferably
snus pouches (1), each containing a quantity (2) of loose
product. The following are provided: an upper disc (21),
which is arranged horizontally, is mounted in a rotary
manner, in a stepped manner, around a vertical rotation
axis (22) and has at least one through hole (24) which
laterally delimits a compartment (23), whichis open atthe
top and is designed to receive and contain an amount of
loose product; a transfer device (49), which is configured

to retrieve at least one quantity (2) of loose product from
the compartment (23); and a lower disc (25) which is
mounted in a rotary manner around the rotation axis (22)
in a synchronous manner with the upper disc (21), is
arranged under the upper disc (21), has a base wall (26)
inserted in the through hole (24) of the upper disc (21) so
as to delimit, at the bottom, the compartment (23) and is
axially movable relative to the upper disc (21) in order to
change a depth of the compartment (23).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-6, 20, 21

A first group of invention comprises claims 1 to 6 and 20
and 21. The features of these claims are directed to the
piston like bottom wall of the cavity and how it is
actuated. Accordingly, the first invention is directed to
solving the problem of providing a mechanical solution on
how to adjust the amount of particluate material to be fed.

2. claims: 7-9

A second group of invention comprises claims 7-9. The
features of these claims are directed to the bearings of
concentric shafts and the drive. Accordingly, the second
invention is directed to reducing friction, providing
stability of the assembly components and to how to provide
an appropriate drive mechanism.

3. claims: 10-12

A third group of invention comprises claims 10-12. The
features of these claims are directed to the base wall being
a sieve like structure and its pneumatic connection.
Accordingly, the third invention is directed to improve
compaction and or ejection of the particulate matter in the
cavities.

4., claims: 13-18

A fourth group of invention comprises claims 13-18. The
features of these claims are directed to the tank and
scraping elements etc. Accordingly, the fourth invention is
directed how to feed and replenish the cavities with
particlute matter.

5. claim: 19

A fifth group of invention comprises claim 19. The features
of this claim are directed to controller. Accordingly, the
fifth invention is directed to automizing the feeder.
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