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(54) CONTROL UNIT FOR AN ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM

(57) A controller (401) for controlling pressure in at
least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel
(100) of an energy handling system is described. The
multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100) there-
by comprises at least an inner segment (201) and an
outer segment (101) substantially fullyencompassing the
inner segment (201). The controller (401) comprises a
data input (402) for receiving data related to the pressure

(302, P1) in the inner segment (201) and data related to
the pressure (301, P2) in the outer segment (101), and a
processor (404) being programmed for deriving control
signals for controlling the pressure in the multi-segment
compressed pressure vessel (100) in imbalance taking
into account the data related to the pressure (302, P1) in
the inner segment (201) and of the data related to the
pressure (301, P2) in the outer segment (101)..
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Description

Technical field of the invention

[0001] Thepresent invention relates to the field of energy storage and/or energy handling.More particularly, the present
invention relates to energy storage and/or handling systems comprising segmented pressure vessels, as well as to
controllers and methods for controlling energy storage and/or handling.

Background of the invention

[0002] Energy storage systems using dual segment pressure vessels as structural elements such as the one described
in US patent US11181235B2 attempt to solve the difficulties in storing large amounts of energy in a cost-effectivemanner.
Compressedgas,more specifically hydrogengas, iswidely viewedasoneof themost viable options for storing renewable
energy.
[0003] A pressure vessel with multiple segments, as described in US11181235B2, is a valid solution to the issues
gaseous or liquid hydrogen poses inmore traditional single segment pressure vessels. These issuesmainly comprise the
behaviour of hydrogen in relation tomaterials used for high pressure vessels (usuallymade from carbon steel), in function
of the long service life (for example minimum 20 years).
[0004] However, the balancing of the two gases (hydrogen gas and a secondary gas, such as nitrogen or carbon
dioxide), is a topic that must be carefully considered for the technology described in US11181235B2. It mentions the two
gases should be ’balanced’ with regards to their respective pressures. However, due to the nature of renewable energy
sources, and its irregular supply of energy and thus hydrogengas from the electrolyser(s), it is paramount adequate safety
margins are in place for controlling the pressures in each section of the vessel. Figure 1 shows a cross-section of such 2
segmented cylindrical pressure vessel. The objective typically is to have a rather thin wall for the inner segment.
[0005] Balancing the pressures (i.e. setting them exactly equal) introduces a number of problems with regard to the
operational safety of the vessel. Consequently, controlling the pressure in themulti-segment vessels of an energy storing
and/or handling system still require improvement. There is thus still a need in the art for devices and methods for
addressing control of pressure in multi-segment pressure vessels in an energy storing and/or handling system.

Summary of the invention

[0006] It is an object of the present invention to provide good methods and systems for controlling pressure in multi-
segment pressure vessels in an energy storing and/or handling system.
[0007] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that automated control of pressure in multi-segment
pressurevessels canbeobtained,whereby thepressuresarewithinpredeterminedsafety valuesbutwherebyat thesame
time good or optimum efficiency is obtained in storing and/or handling energy.
[0008] The above objective is accomplished by a method and apparatus according to the present invention.
[0009] In one aspect, the present invention relates to a controller for controlling pressure in at least one multi-segment
compressed pressure vessel of an energy handling system, the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel thereby
comprises at least an inner segment and an outer segment substantially fully encompassing the inner segment, the
controller comprising a data input for receiving data related to the pressure in the inner segment and data related to the
pressure in the outer segment, and a processor being programmed for deriving control signals for controlling the pressure
in themulti-segment compressed pressure vessel in imbalance taking into account the data related to the pressure in the
inner segment and of the data related to the pressure in the outer segment.
[0010] It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that the separation wall between the inner segment
and the outer segment can be relatively thin, thus allowing compressed pressure vessels to have a relatively low weight,
less material usage, easier assembly (e.g. welding) and lower cost. It is an advantage of embodiments of the present
invention that efficient but still safe energy handling can be obtained, even with multi-segment compressed pressure
vessels having a relatively low weight due to a relatively thin thickness of the separation wall between the inner segment
and the outer segment.
[0011] In some embodiments, controlling of the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel may be
controlling the pressure in the inner segment to be significantly higher than the pressure in the outer segment.
[0012] Controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel may comprise controlling the
pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel as function of a differential pressure between the inner
segment and the outer segment of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0013] The controllermay be configured for controlling the pressure in the inner segment to be substantially higher than
the pressure in the outer segment. It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that a higher operational
margin for the completemulti-segment vessel, aswell as each segment itselves, is obtained for controlling the pressure in
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the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0014] Thedata inputmaybe configured for receiving a pressure in the inner segment and/or a gas pressure in the outer
segment. It is an advantage of embodiments of the present invention that an increased range of operation canbe obtained
in which safety is guaranteed.
[0015] The multi-segment compressed pressure vessel may be adapted for storing or handling hydrogen gas in the
inner segment.
[0016] Thecontrollermaybeconfigured for controlling thepressure in one,moreor all of thesegmentsof theat least one
multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0017] Thecontrollermaybeconfigured for controlling thepressure in one,moreor all of themulti-segment compressed
pressure vessels of the energy handling system.
[0018] The controller may be configured for controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel, taking into account at least one of a thickness, material and diameter of a separation wall between the
inner segment and the outer segment of the at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0019] The controller may be configured for controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel, taking into account a temperature of the at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0020] Thecontrollermay furthermorecompriseadataoutput for outputtingcontrol signals for controllingpressure in the
multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0021] The controller may be configured for controlling one or more of a start-up process, a filling process, an emptying
process, a process for dealing with imbalance, a process for storing of gasses, and a process for leak detection in the at
least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0022] The controller may be configured for determining a filling process based on the control signals determined by
furthermore taking into account predicted or forecasted internal temperature changes.
[0023] In another aspect of the present invention, an energy handling system is disclosed, the energy handling system
comprising at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel and comprising a controller according to the first
aspect, the controller being for controlling gas pressures in the at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0024] A wall thickness of a wall between an inner segment and an outer segment of the multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel may be smaller than 15mm, e.g. less than 12mm, e.g. less than 9mm.
[0025] It is anadvantageofembodimentsof thepresent invention that assemblyofmulti-segment compressedpressure
vessels can be performed efficiently and accurately due to the limited thickness of the walls, e.g. inner wall, between an
inner and outer segment.
[0026] In yet another aspect, the present invention relates to a method for controlling pressure in at least one multi-
segment compressed pressure vessel of an energy handling system, the method comprising

obtaining data related to the pressure in the inner segment and data related to the pressure in the outer segment, and
deriving control signals for controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel in imbalance
taking into account the data related to the pressure in the inner segment and of the data related to the pressure in the
outer segment.

[0027] Such controlling may comprise dynamically controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment com-
pressed pressure vessel based on the data related to the pressure in the inner segment and the data related to the
pressure in the outer segment.
[0028] Such controlling may comprise deriving control signals based on a differential pressure between the inner
segment and the outer segment of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0029] In some embodiments, controlling of the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel may be
controlling thepressure in the inner segment to be significantly higher than thepressure in theouter segment. Significantly
higher may be higher with a value corresponding with the operational margin.
[0030] Said controlling may comprise controlling one or more of a start-up process, a filling process, an emptying
process, a process for dealing with imbalance, a process for storing of gasses, and a process for leak detection in the at
least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0031] Particular and preferred aspects of the invention are set out in the accompanying independent and dependent
claims.Features from thedependent claimsmaybecombinedwith featuresof the independent claimsandwith featuresof
other dependent claims as appropriate and not merely as explicitly set out in the claims.
[0032] Although there has been constant improvement, change and evolution of devices in this field, the present
concepts are believed to represent substantial new and novel improvements, including departures from prior practices,
resulting in the provision of more efficient, stable and reliable devices of this nature.
[0033] The above and other characteristics, features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent
from the following detailed description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which illustrate, by way of
example, the principles of the invention. This description is given for the sake of example only, without limiting the scope of
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the invention. The reference figures quoted below refer to the attached drawings.

Brief description of the drawings

[0034]

FIG. 1 is a cross section of a multi-segment pressure vessel, as known from prior art.
FIG. 2 illustrates the different pressure zones applicable for a 2 two segmented pressure vessel
FIG. 3 shows a schematic overview of the components of an exemplary control unit and all the equipment of a multi-
segmented pressure vessel, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 shows main communication directions of data and commands in the data transfer between components of a
control unit and equipment on a multi-segmented pressure vessel, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 5 illustrates an example of aStartup process flowdiagram, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a Filling process flow diagram, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 illustrates an example of an Emptying process flow diagram, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a process flow diagram at an Imbalance situation and how to restore to the safer
pressure balance, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a Storing process flowdiagram, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 10 illustrates a schematic overview of components of the control unit and their connection to an external data
source for weather data, historical or forecasted.
FIG. 11 illustrates an example of a Leak detection process flow diagram, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 12 illustrates an example of a filling level prediction process flow diagram, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

[0035] In the different figures, the same reference signs refer to the same or analogous elements.

Description of illustrative embodiments

[0036] The present invention will be described with respect to particular embodiments and with reference to certain
drawings but the invention is not limited thereto but only by the claims. The drawings described are only schematic and are
non-limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the elements may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for illustrative
purposes. The dimensions and the relative dimensions do not correspond to actual reductions to practice of the invention.
[0037] Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and the like in the description and in the claims, are used for
distinguishing between similar elements and not necessarily for describing a sequence, either temporally, spatially, in
ranking or in any other manner. It is to be understood that the terms so used are interchangeable under appropriate
circumstances and that the embodiments of the invention described herein are capable of operation in other sequences
than described or illustrated herein.
[0038] Moreover, the terms top, bottom, over, under and the like in thedescriptionand the claimsareused for descriptive
purposes and not necessarily for describing relative positions. It is to be understood that the terms so used are
interchangeable under appropriate circumstances and that the embodiments of the invention described herein are
capable of operation in other orientations than described or illustrated herein.
[0039] It is tobenoticed that the term "comprising", used in theclaims, shouldnot be interpretedasbeing restricted to the
means listed thereafter; it does not exclude other elements or steps. It is thus to be interpreted as specifying the presence
of the stated features, integers, steps or components as referred to, but does not preclude the presence or addition of one
or more other features, integers, steps or components, or groups thereof. The term "comprising" therefore covers the
situationwhere only the stated features are present and the situationwhere these features andone ormore other features
are present. The word "comprising" according to the invention therefore also includes as one embodiment that no further
components are present. Thus, the scope of the expression "a device comprising means A and B" should not be
interpreted as being limited to devices consisting only of components A and B. It means that with respect to the present
invention, the only relevant components of the device are A and B.
[0040] Similarly, it is to be noticed that the term "coupled" should not be interpreted as being restricted to direct
connectionsonly. The terms "coupled" and "connected", alongwith their derivatives,maybeused. It shouldbeunderstood
that these terms are not intended as synonyms for each other. Thus, the scope of the expression "a device A coupled to a
device B" should not be limited to devices or systems wherein an output of device A is directly connected to an input of
device B. It means that there exists a path between an output of A and an input of B which may be a path including other
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devices ormeans. "Coupled"maymean that two ormore elements are either in direct physical or electrical contact, or that
two or more elements are not in direct contact with each other but yet still co-operate or interact with each other.
[0041] Reference throughout this specification to "one embodiment" or "an embodiment" means that a particular
feature, structure or characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least one embodiment of
the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases "in one embodiment" or "in an embodiment" in various places
throughout this specificationarenot necessarily all referring to thesameembodiment, butmay.Furthermore, theparticular
features, structures or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner, as would be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art from this disclosure, in one or more embodiments.
[0042] Similarly it should be appreciated that in the description of exemplary embodiments of the invention, various
features of the invention are sometimes grouped together in a single embodiment, figure, or description thereof for the
purposeof streamlining thedisclosureandaiding in theunderstandingofoneormoreof thevarious inventiveaspects.This
method of disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed invention requires more
features thanareexpressly recited ineachclaim.Rather, as the followingclaims reflect, inventiveaspects lie in less thanall
features of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus, the claims following the detailed description are hereby
expressly incorporated into this detailed description,with each claim standing on its ownas a separate embodiment of this
invention.
[0043] Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein include some but not other features included in other
embodiments, combinations of features of different embodiments are meant to be within the scope of the invention, and
form different embodiments, as would be understood by those in the art. For example, in the following claims, any of the
claimed embodiments can be used in any combination.
[0044] Furthermore, some of the embodiments are described herein as a method or combination of elements of a
method that canbe implementedbyaprocessor of acomputer systemorbyothermeansof carryingout the function. Thus,
a processor with the necessary instructions for carrying out such a method or element of a method forms a means for
carryingout themethodor elementof amethod.Furthermore, anelementdescribedhereinof anapparatusembodiment is
an example of ameans for carrying out the function performedby the element for the purpose of carrying out the invention.
[0045] In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth. However, it is understood that
embodiments of the invention may be practiced without these specific details. In other instances, well-known methods,
structures and techniques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure an understanding of this description.
[0046] The invention will now be described by a detailed description of several embodiments of the invention. It is clear
that other embodiments of the invention can be configured according to the knowledge of persons skilled in the art without
departing from the technical teachingof the invention, the inventionbeing limitedonly by the termsof theappendedclaims.
[0047] Where in embodiments of the present invention reference ismade to an energy handling system, referencemay
be made to an energy harvesting construction. The energy handling system or energy harvesting construction may for
example be configured for handling energy e.g. obtained from solar energy, wind energy, wave energy, another form of
green energy or more generally other type of energy. The energy harvesting construction may in some embodiments be
configured for using energy e.g. obtained from solar panels, wind mills, wave energy systems or alike for generating
hydrogen, for producing ammonia, methane or nitric acid, or for other chemical or physical processes.
[0048] Where in embodiments of the present invention solar panels are mentioned, referencemay bemade to thermal
solar panelswherein solar energy conversion is based on heating of a substance by solar energy, referencemay bemade
to photovoltaic cells, ormore generally referencemay bemade to any type of system converting solar energy into another
type of energy. Furthermore, as indicated above, applications according to embodiments of the present invention also
allow conversion of other energy types, such as wind, wave, or alike.
[0049] In one aspect, the present invention relates to a controller for controlling gas in one or more multi-segment
compressed pressure vessels of an energy handling system. Such amulti-segment compressed pressure vessel may for
examplebeadual compressedpressurevessel, suchas theonedescribed inUS11181235B2, althoughembodimentsare
not limited thereto, and also compressed pressure vessels with more than two segments may be used. An exemplary
multi-segment compressedpressurevessel,withwhich thecontroller of thefirst aspect canbeused isshown inFIG.2.The
inner segment of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel typically may comprise a port for filling or emptying the
inner segment and the outer segment, wherein the outer segment alsomay comprise a port for filling or emptying the outer
segment with a secondary gas. The outer segment may be substantially fully encompassing the inner segment.
[0050] The compressed pressure vessels referred to may be constructive elements of the energy handling system or
construction. Thismeans that the compressed pressure vessels in someembodimentsmay be load carrying vessels, e.g.
allowing to carry the load of the energy handling system or even of further constructions positioned on such an energy
handling system.
[0051] According to the first aspect, the present invention relates to a controller, also referred to as a control unit, for
controlling pressure in at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel of an energy handling system. Themulti-
segment compressed pressure vessel thereby comprises at least an inner segment and an outer segment substantially
fully encompassing the inner segment. The control unit comprises a data input for receiving data related to the pressure in
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the inner segment and data related to the pressure in the outer segment. The control unit furthermore comprises a
processor being programmed for deriving control signals for controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel in imbalance taking into account the data related to the pressure in the inner segment and of the data
related to thepressure in theouter segment.Suchcontrollingmay in someembodiments comprisedynamically controlling
thepressure in theat least onemulti-segment compressedpressurevessel basedon thedata related to thepressure in the
inner segment and the data related to the pressure in the outer segment. Such controlling may comprise deriving control
signals based on a differential pressure between the inner segment and the outer segment of the multi-segment
compressed pressure vessel. In some embodiments, controlling also may comprise dynamically controlling the pressure
in themulti-segment compressed pressure vessel as function of the data related to the pressure in the inner segment and
of the data related to the pressure in the outer segment.
[0052] In some embodiments, controlling the pressure in themulti-segment compressed pressure vessel as function of
the data related to the pressure in the inner segment and the data related to the pressure in the outer segment, comprises
controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel as function of a differential pressure between
the inner segment and the outer segment of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0053] The data related to the pressure may be a pressure in the segment, may be a flow rate of gas into or out of the
segment, or any other data allowing to determine the gas pressure in the segment.
[0054] In some embodiments, controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel comprises
controlling the pressure in the inner segment and/or controlling the pressure in an outer segment, or if more than two
segments are present controlling in one, more or all of the segments of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0055] The controller may be adapted for controlling the pressure in one, more or all of the multi-segment compressed
pressure vessels used or present in the energy handling system.
[0056] The controller may be adapted for controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel, taking into account a thickness of a separation wall between the inner segment and the outer segment.
[0057] The controller may be adapted for controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel, taking into account a temperature of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
[0058] Further standard or optional features of embodiments of the present invention will now be discussed with
reference to FIG. 3 and further, without being limited thereto.
[0059] According to embodiments of the present invention, the controller 401, also referred to as control unit, comprises
a data input 402 for receiving pressure related information regarding the pressure in the inner segment and/or the outer
segment of themulti-segment pressure vessel. The data input may be of any suitable type. A communication component
for communicatingwithother components inany suit ablewayalsomaybeprovided.As shown inFIG. 3, the controller 401
also comprises a processor 404. The controller 401 furthermore may comprise a memory/data storage 406 for storing
data. The controller typically also comprises a data output 408 for outputting data to e.g. valves, pumping and/or
compressing systems, actuators or alike, for controlling the process according to the processed data. The processor
404 used may be a general purpose processor, comprising specific software for performing tasks as set out in
embodiments of the present invention, or may be a specific processor developed or configured for performing such
tasks. The processor 404 may be a single processor, a set of processors, may be local, may be cloud based or more
generally may be of any suitable type.
[0060] In someembodiments, the pressure related informationmay be relative or absolute pressure values for the inner
segment and/or the outer segment. According to one embodiment, the controller 401 receives or reads pressure values
from pressure sensors, continuously, at regular and/or predeterminedmoments in time, or when prompted. The pressure
sensors 411, 412 may in one example be of a type that generates an electric (voltage) signal. Such sensors can be
piezoelectric, sealed, vacuum, strain gauge, capacitive, etc. The signals from the pressure sensors may in some
embodiments be sent by either a transmitter integrated in the pressure sensor, or by a standalone transmitter.
Transmission may occur via a wired connection, such as PROFIBUS, PROFINET, Ethernet, ..., or wirelessly, such as
over LoRA,NBIoT, LTE-M,WiFi,Bluetooth,... Alternatively or in addition thereto, thepressure related informationalsomay
be a flow sensor for measuring a flow in or out the inner/outer segment. Such information may, e.g. in combination with
historical data, also allow for determining pressures in the segments.
[0061] In some embodiments, the pressure related information may furthermore involve temperature data, since the
pressure typically is a function of temperature and since external effects of changes of temperature may be taken into
account or may be used to control the system differently. The latter will be illustrated further in this description. A
temperature sensor 413 therefore may be present in the system or communication with a temperature sensor may be
provided.Thedata input402 thusmaybeconfigured for receiving temperature information froma temperaturesensor413.
[0062] According to embodiments of the present invention the controllermay be configured for controlling valves and/or
pumps for allowing gas to enter or leave the inner and/or outer segments of the multi-segment pressure vessel. In some
examples, the valves may be globe valves, segment valves, pinch valves, butterfly valves, ball valves, or any commonly
used control valves. The valvesmay be electrically or pneumatically driven by an actuator, whichmay be part of the valve
design itself. Controllers that drive thepneumatic or electrical operation of the valvemaybepresent onor connected to the
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valve,andmayprovideoperational dataof thevalve to the input componentof thecontrol unit 401, suchas thecurrent state
of the valve, warnings, or faults within the component or system. Next to the valves 431, 441, 442, 432 connected to
respectively segment of the pressure vessel, one or more safety valves (mechanical, pneumatically or electrically
operated) for reducing excessive or dangerous overpressure in inner or outer segment may be included in or on the
respective wall of the two-segmented pressure vessel. These valves may be present to provide a last-resort safety
mechanism; should the pressure build to a level that is not rectifiable by the control valves, or should any number of control
valves fail preventing pressure release, these safety valves can open either automatically or driven by the processor, to
relieve the system.
[0063] The controller 401 furthermore may be configured for communicating with pumping or compressors systems,
e.g. pumps or compressors 421, 422, connected to the different segments in one ormoremulti-segment pressure vessels
for - e.g. in combination with valves - controlling the pressure in multi-segment pressure vessels.
[0064] The controller 401 may furthermore comprise or be connected to other components as required and as
understood by the person skilled in the art.
[0065] Bywayof illustration,embodimentsof thepresent inventionnotbeing limited thereto, control of anenergystorage
and/or handling system comprising at least one multi-segment pressure vessel is described below. An illustration of the
general dynamics of/in a multi-segment pressure vessel, e.g. a multi-segment pressure vessel as described in
US11181235B2, is given, whereby in this example the general dynamics is described as function of three pressure
parameters that have an impact on the design and operation of such vessel. It is to be noted that the specificmathematical
formalism used is only illustrative and that embodiments of the present invention are not limited thereto. The example is
given of a dual compressed pressure vessel having an inner segment for storing hydrogen gas and an outer segment for
storing a secondary gas, such as for example nitrogen gas.
[0066] In the present example, the pressure 302, P1 of the inner segment 201, where the hydrogen gas is stored,
hereafter calledP1.Thepressure301,P2of theouter segment101,where thesecondarygas is stored, hereafter calledP2.
The separation wall 200 between the inner segment 201 and the outer segment 101 also is indicated in FIG. 2.
[0067] The atmospheric pressure 300 of the ambient where the dCPV vessels are stored is in the present example 1
atmosphere or 1 bar (0,1 MPa). Hereafter called Pat.
[0068] The outer segment 101 can be analysed as a single segment pressure vessel because the outer wall 100 is in
contact with the atmospheric pressurePat 300 and the inner segment 201 is separated from the outer segment 101 by the
innerwall 200. Therefore, the loadof thepressureactingon theouterwall 100 is the sameas for a single segment pressure
vessel.
[0069] The outer wall 100 carries the load of the gas pressure P2 in the outer segment 101 of the vessel. For example,
should the pressure P2 301 in the outer segment 101 have a pressure of 20 MPa, the pressure forces acting on the outer
wall 100 is 20 MPa.
[0070] Depending on the diameter, material and thickness of the outer wall 100, the vessel will show a particular
resistance to the internal pressureP2 301 generated by the secondary gas containedwithin. This resistance is reflected in
the calculations according to European Norms for designing cylindrical pressure vessels for gaseous products. These
norms specify the required relationship between pressures, material properties and designs; for cylindrical vessels the
design mainly involves the diameter and wall thickness of the vessel.
[0071] The calculation for the required wall thickness for cylindrical shells under internal pressure applying the norm
EN13445, part 3: clause 7, is given by the formula:

where

T = required wall thickness (mm)
P2,design = internal design pressure (MPa)
ID = inner diameter of the pressure vessel cilindrical section
S = minimum yield strength (MPa)

[0072] The internal design pressure P2,design is the maximum value for P2 allowed. For a set of example Cases, these
calculations give the following results, summarized in Table 1:
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Table 1

Table 1:

Outer wall 100 Outside Diameter Internal Design Pressure P2,design Required Wall thickness

Case 1 508mm 20 MPa 7,4mm

Case 2 813mm 20 MPa 11,8mm

Case 3 1219mm 20 MPa 17,7mm

[0073] In the present example, thematerial properties for the outer wall are assumed to be high-strength steel, such as
material standard API 5L grade X100. The minimum yield strength of this material is 690 MPa.
[0074] The pressures, more specifically the differential pressures, acting on the inner wall 200 wall are more complex.
There isP1302 from thehydrogen in the inner segment 201, andP2301 from the secondary gas in theouter segment 101,
both acting on the inner wall 200.
[0075] Because both external and internal pressures act on the wall of the inner vessel, the design pressure is a
differential pressure or an overpressure of the inner segment. The overpressurePo is the difference between P1 302 and
P2 301, or

[0076] Positive overpressures result in a net internal pressure in the inner segment P1 > P2, negative overpressures
(one might also use the term negative pressures) result in a net external pressure on the inner segment P1 < P2. If both
pressuresareassumed tobeequalP1=P2 theoverpressurePowouldbe0MPa.Contrary to theouter segment,where the
internal design pressure P2,design was solely determined by the internal pressure, the inner segment uses the design
overpressure Po,design for its calculations.
[0077] As a design overpressure, a value of 0 MPa is not realistic, since differences in pressures during loading,
unloading and storage have to be accounted for. Additionally, the inner wall 200 cannot be infinitely thin. Therefore, in our
example hereafter we will consider a design overpressure Po,design of +3 MPa as a starting point. This allows for some
margin during the loading or unloading process, the inner segment 201 can be pressurized 3 MPa higher than the outer
segment 101.
[0078] Table 2 shows the requiredwall thicknesses for pressure vessels of different sizesunder a+3MPaoverpressure,
sized to fit as the inner segment in a two-segment pressure vessel design. The inner segment diameter is determined
based on the volume ratio between inner and outer segment, in our example cases being 3 to 1. The calculations are
performed through norm EN13445, part 3: clause 7 as before, only with Po,design

Table 2

Table 2:

Inner wall 200 Outside Diameter Design Overpressure Po,design Required Wall thickness

Case 1 421mm + 3 MPa 2,63mm

Case 2 686mm + 3 MPa 4,29mm

Case 3 1028mm + 3 MPa 6,43mm

[0079] Thematerial for the inner segment is assumed to be stainless steel 316L, which has aminimum yield strength of
240 MPa and is a suitable material for storing hydrogen.
[0080] Similar to the outer segment, larger diameter vessels and/or higher design pressures require more wall
thickness. It seems a fairly thin wall would be sufficient to withstand a positive overpressure acting on the inner wall
200 of the inner segment 201.
[0081] However,whencalculations according to the sameEN13445standard (section3: clause8) are performedon the
wall thicknesses of the inner wall 200 from the cases in Table 2, thus obtaining negative values for the overpressure, the
following results are obtained and shown in Table 3:
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Table 3

Table 3:

Inner wall 200 Outside Diameter Wall thickness Allowable Design Overpressure Po,design

Case 1 421mm 2,63mm - 0,345 MPa

Case 2 686mm 4,29mm - 0,647 MPa

Case 3 1028mm 6,43mm - 1,125 MPa

[0082] The formula/method for calculating the overpressure when it is negative is given below: Choose T,

where ε is obtained from figure 8.5‑3 based on and

calculate and determine from Figure 8.5‑5,
so that P < Pr

[0083] With

T = wall thickness
S = minimum yield strength
ID = inner diameter
E = modulus of elasticity
ε = mean elastic circumferential strain at collapse
L = unsupported length of the shell
Pm = theoretical elastic instability pressure for collapse of a perfect cylindrical shell
Py=pressure atwhichmeancircumferential stress in a cylindrical shellmidwaybetween stiffeners reaches yield point
Pr = calculated lower bound collapse pressure
P = external design pressure = -Po,design

[0084] These calculations clearly show a flaw in the design. The wall thicknesses that suffice for an overpressure of
+3MPa give much more stringent allowed values for negative overpressures.
[0085] To withstand a similar safety margin when the outer segment 101 is pressurized higher P2 301 than the inner
segment P1 302, a significantly thicker wall is required in the present example. The thicknesses of the walls required are
listed below considering the value L = 1 meter in Table 4:

Table 4

Table 4:

Inner wall 200 Outside Diameter Design Overpressure Po,design Required Wall thickness

Case 1 421mm ‑3 MPa 6,5mm

Case 2 686mm - 3 MPa 9mm

Case 3 1028mm - 3 MPa 11mm

[0086] According to EN13445, the pressure resistance in the casewhere P2 >P1may only be increased by adding wall
thickness, or by shortening the unsupported length of the shell. The former adds a significant amount of material as
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mentioned previously, and is ideally to be avoided. The latter is achieved through adding stiffeners (light and/or heavy) at
set points around the vessel. These stiffener rings may be placed externally, internally or partly externally and partly
internally. The addition of stiffeners essentially means that each section of the vessel between the stiffeners may be
regarded as independent from one another, at least as far as the wall thickness calculation is concerned.
[0087] Under the norm EN13445, should the pressure resistance not be sufficient, additional stiffeners are required, to
further shorten the unsupported length of the shell. This is only practical up to a certain point however.
[0088] In the examples shown above, the unsupported length of the shell is assumed to be 1meter. Further increasing
the number of stiffeners, for example to every 0.5meter,makes the vesselmore complex tomanufacture, and thematerial
and weight added increase costs as well.
[0089] The factor L, theunsupported lengthof theshell, is determinedbasedon the lengthof the cylindrical sectionof the
pressure vessel. Since the stiffeners’ width remains independent from their spacing (position on the cylindrical section of
the vessel), the unsupported length of the shell ismainly determined by the length of the cylindrical section (for unstiffened
cylinders), or the length between two stiffeners (for stiffened cylinders). An accurate option for increasing the pressure
resistance for external pressure (P2 >P1), is addingmore stiffeners so that the unsupported length of the shell decreases.
This factor L is not present in the calculation formula for internal pressure, so thewall thickness for these calculations (P2 >
P1) is not affected by L or the presence of stiffeners.
[0090] In the processwhere the unsupported length (L) is determined and thewall thickness is calculated and proven to
be sufficient to prevent inter-stiffener collapse, the stiffeners themselves have to be evaluated if their mechanical design
provides the support to resist collapse.Changing themechanical stiffener design however, has no impact on theallowable
pressure under this norm, it only allows the calculated pressure in the first part of the process to be used.
[0091] Should the design be implemented with the wall thickness as required by the weakest point in the design (the
external pressure), the wall of the inner vessel would in itself be able to withstand overpressures as shown below, partly
defeating the purpose of the vessel in itself. This required increase in wall thickness adds to the weight and cost of the
vessel, and prevents it from being the safe and cheap option for hydrogen storage as desired. Table 5 shows allowed
positive overpressures Po,design, considering the wall thicknesses from Table 4:

Table 5

Table 5:

Inner wall 200 Outside Diameter Wall thickness Allowable Design Overpressure Po,design

Case 1 421mm 6,5mm + 7,4 MPa

Case 2 686mm 9mm + 6,3 MPa

Case 3 1028mm 11mm + 5,1 MPa

[0092] The further reasoning isexplainedwith regard toCase2,were inTable6 twooptions for thicknessof the innerwall
200 are considered. Themaximum relative overpressurePo,rel,max shows howmuch the pressure of in the inner segment
can be further increased, when both segments are at their design pressures of 20 MPa, P1,design and P2,design. Note that
when P1,design = P2,design, this maximum and minimum relative overpressures are equal to the positive and negative
design overpressure Po,design respectively.

Table 6

Table 6:

Inner wall 200 Outside Diameter Wall thickness Max. Relative
Overpressure Po,rel,max

Min. Relative
Overpressure Po,reL,min

Case 2 Option A 686mm 4,29mm 3 MPa ‑0,647 MPa

Case 2 Option B 686mm 9mm 6,3 MPa ‑3 MPa

[0093] If a pressure resistance of at least 3 MPa is desired over the inner wall 200 in both pressure directions, a wall
thicknessof 9mm isneeded.Assaid, this is not economical, a better solutionwouldbe if thewall thicknessof 4,29mmcould
be kept, while still increasing the operational pressure margins for the outer segments.
[0094] It is technically impossible to achieve 3MPa in both directions, but still a much higher value than the 0,647 MPa
can be reached. This is possible when not balancing pressures of the inner and the outer segment identically but in fact
unbalancing pressure values in the inner and the outer segment.
[0095] For Case 2 this means:
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Table 7

Table 7:

Inner wall 200 Outside
Diameter

Wall
thickness

Operational
overpressure
Po,operating

Max. Relative
Overpressure
Po,rel,max

Min. Relative
Overpressure
Po,rel,min

Case 2 Option A 686mm 4,29mm 0 MPa 3 MPa - 0,647 MPa

Case 2 Option C 686mm 4,29mm +1,1765 MPa 1,8235 MPa - 1,8235 MPa

[0096] In this table,Po,operating is the operating overpressure; the difference between the operating pressure of the inner
segment P1,operating, and the operating pressure of the outer segment P2,operating, or

[0097] The introduction of Po,operating (if different from 0) implies that the operating pressures for both segments differ
from their design pressures.
[0098] If thepressures valuesof the inner segment 201andouter segment 101are balancedasshown inTable7Case2
Option A, the operational pressure range of the outer segment 101 is much lower than that of the inner segment 201, 3
versus 0,647. As soon as the outer segment’s pressure P2 301 has a value higher than 0,647 MPa more than the inner
segment pressureP1302, the innerwall 200 is in danger of collapsing. In the other eventwhere there is anoverpressure in
the inner segment 201, the differential pressure can go up to 3 MPa.
[0099] Therefore, it is advantageous thepressure in the innersegmentP1302 iscontrolledso that thispressure ishigher
than the pressure of the outer segment P2 301.
[0100] In Table 7 Case 2 Option C the pressure of the inner segment is increased with the operating overpressure
Po,operating of 1,1765MPa. This means that compared to its operating pressure P1,operating, P1 may be increased or
decreased by the maximum or minimum relative overpressure, or in this case both 1,8235 MPa.
[0101] Conversely, due to the 1,1765MPa operating overpressure in the inner segment 201, a pressure increase in the
outer segmentP2already takes the reductionof this overpressure to reachabalancedpressure in both segmentsP1=P2.
A further pressure increase in the outer vessel of 0,647MPa is allowed, so that themaximum overpressure relative to the
design pressure for the outer segment 301 increases from0,647MPa to 1,1765MPa+0,647MPa=1,8235MPa. There is
a gain in operational range in the pressure of the outer segment from 0,647 to now 1,8235 MPa. So inner and outer
operational pressure ranges are now balanced (1,8235 versus 1,8235 MPa before one of the segments comes into a
critical collapse pressure value.
[0102] Changing the operating pressures of the two segments individually (P1,operating andP2,operating) leads to a higher
operational margin for the outer segment using the same thinner wall thickness. The inner segment 201 needs to be
pressurized higher than the outer segment 101, according to the difference between design overpressures the inner wall
200 can withstand in both directions.
[0103] The operational overpressure is calculated as follows (Equation 1a):

[0104] Where

Po,operating = operational overpressure
Po,rel,max = maximum relative overpressure
Po,rel,min = minimum relative overpressure

[0105] With Po,operating calculated, P1,operating may be determined from

[0106] Where
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P1,operating = operating pressure of inner segment
P2,operating = operating pressure of outer segment

[0107] And

[0108] Alternatively, the pressure of the inner vessel may be regarded as a starting point, and the design pressure P2,
design in theouter segment 101of thepressure vesselmaybe lowered,Equation1a is thenadapted toEquation1bbelow.

[0109] Where

[0110] In case of a collapse of the innerwall 200 the calculatedwall thickness of the outer wall 100 should ensure that no
dangerous situationwill occur. If the innerwall 200 collapses, the hydrogengaswillmixwith the secondary gas, nitrogenor
carbon dioxide. This mixture of gases does not cause an explosion risk, due to the absence of oxygen. Additionally, the
resulting pressure will be lower than P2,design.
[0111] This reasoning is why equation 1b is preferred over 1a, as this ensures overall safety.
[0112] Next to the maximum pressures allowed in the system, a set of minimum pressures P1,min, P2,min may be
determined. In a realistic setting, both segments are not emptied completely, but kept at a minimum pressure level. This
keeps the pressure differences at a constant level, andminimizes pressure fluctuations, particularly on the inner wall 200.
It is advantageous since it prevents fatigue stress on the inner wall 200 containing the hydrogen gas; hydrogen generally
causes more issues in designs prone to fatigue.
[0113] In one example, as illustrated in FIG. 4, a processing unit 401 to control the pressure P1 and P2 and thus
achieving a larger operational pressure margin for the outer segment, will consist of an input component, a processing
component, a memory/data storage component and an output component.
[0114] The processing unit 401 will, in the example shown, be connected to the input elements, being the pressure
sensors 411 for the outer segment and the pressure sensors 412 for the inner segment. ’Pressure sensors’ (multiple) is
used, since for safety reasons 2 or more pressure sensors could be installed - one of which is redundant‑ in case one
pressure sensor would have a technical defect. The pressure sensors are either directly connected to or in the inner wall
200 or outer wall 100 or are installed in the nozzles or connected pipework for each segment. A temperature transmitter
413 is installed on or in the outer wall 100.
[0115] The controllable operating process equipment, being the valves 431, 441, 442, 432 and the compressors or
pumps 421, 422, are also connected to the processing unit 401.
[0116] To increase the pressure P1, and feed hydrogen gas into the inner segment 201, the control unit 401 will send
commands through the output component to drive the compressor 422 and to open valve 432 feedingmore hydrogen gas
in this segment. The pressure is measured by the pressure sensor 412.
[0117] To decrease the pressureP1, and empty hydrogen gas from the inner segment 201, the control unit 401will send
commands through the output component to open valve 442 and release hydrogen gas in the connected piping. The
pressure is measured by the pressure sensor 412.
[0118] To increase thepressureP2,and feed thesecondarygas into theouter segment101, thecontrol unit 401will send
commands through theoutput component to drive the compressor 421and toopenvalve431 feedingmore secondary gas
in this segment. The pressure is measured by the pressure sensor 411.
[0119] To decrease the pressure P2, and empty the secondary gas from the outer segment 101, the control unit 401 will
sendcommands through theoutput component toopenvalve441and releasesecondarygas in theconnectedpiping.The
pressure is measured by the pressure sensor 411.
[0120] During storage all valves are in the closed position and the compressors are off. Should the compressor 421 or
422 not be able to deliver the necessary flow or pressure to a respective segment, due to an absence of hydrogen or
secondary gas, the pressure cannot be increased in the respective segment. This will likely be the case at some point
during operation of the energy-system, due to the variable nature of the renewable energy sources used.
[0121] Further by way of illustration, embodiments of the present invention not being limited thereto, a number of
exemplary control processes that could be implemented in an energy storage and/or handling system are discussed
below. The flow charts below show how control can be operated. In the exemplary processes shown below, examples are
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illustrated on what decisions have to be made and what actions need to be taken. Exemplary control processes for 5
operational processes are illustrated.
[0122] A first process that is illustrated shows a possible initialisation process. FIG. 5 illustrates a possible start-up of an
energy system comprising at least one multi-segment pressure vessel.
[0123] An exemplary process of filling is shown in flow diagram in FIG. 6. It describes what pressure values are taken to
makedecisionswhile filling the inner andouter segmentwith its respective gasand keeping the system in abalancewhere
the overpressure is Po is the key variable.
[0124] Similarly, an exemplary process of emptying is shown in flowdiagramFIG. 7. It describes how the inner andouter
segments are emptied, keeping the system in a balancewhere the overpressure is Po is the key variable. P1,min andP2,min
are here the parameters to prevent complete emptying of the system.
[0125] An exemplary process for dealing with imbalance is shown in flow diagram FIG. 8. It describes how the
overpressure Po can be brought back to balance, by initially trying to first bring the balance back by increasing the
pressure in the inner segment. If this is not possible, it directs to the sub-process of emptying the outer segment to release
the secondary gas.
[0126] Anexemplary process for storage is shown in flowdiagramFIG. 9. It describes the process of storing the gasses,
which is mainly a monitoring of the pressure values and if they stay in the desired pressure ranges. In this process
commands will lead to other sub-processes.
[0127] In some particular embodiments, based on cyclic or expected temperatures inside the vessel, which are even
more present in environments chosen for renewables such as solar energy systems in deserts, temperature differences
can account for large pressure changes in a pressure vessel. Therefore, to prevent having to relieve pressure from a
systemwhen temperatures rise, amoreadequate fill levellingand thuspressure levellingmaybecalculated, to account for
an expected change in pressure at a later time.
[0128] Conversely, in places -mostly located closer to the poles‑ where wind energy is an efficient energy source,
temperatures can drop lower during a day or fromseason to season, whichmeans the pressure vessel can be filled higher
since the density of gas raises when the temperature is lower.
[0129] This will be of crucial importance for on-ground installed pressure vessels, that have direct sunray impact and
resulting heat generation. The outer wall material will most likely be a metal alloy, which typically has very good thermal
conductiveproperties, leading to largeeffectsof external temperatureandsolar radiationon the internal temperatureof the
vessel.
[0130] Underground installed pressure vessels will have less temperature changes but are harder to maintain and
supervise than on-ground installed pressure vessels.
[0131] Temperature changes during a day in the Sahara desert can go from 0°C (273,15K) to +40°C (313,15K)
[0132] For example, a pressure of 20MPa is the desired operational pressure. The temperature at the hottest point
during the day is forecasted to be 40°C or 313,15K. At the moment of filling the vessel however, the temperature is only
20°Cor293,15K.Thesegment inquestion isonly filled to18.7MPa.When the temperature inside thevessel reaches40°C,
the gas pressure increases to 20MPa.
[0133] This example assumes the internal temperature of the gas in the vessel is exactly equal to the temperature
outside the vessel. Other effects that influence the internal temperature in the vessel may also be considered, tomake the
prediction more accurate.
[0134] The prediction of the internal temperaturemay be based on data froman externalmeteorological data systemor
weather forecast system 800 or temperature data stored in the Memory Data Storage component of the control unit 401
recorded during previous operational period. This data may include temperature, cloud cover, solar irradiation and wind
speeds among others. A corresponding system is shown in FIG. 10.
[0135] A leak detection process as shown in flowdiagramFIG. 11. It describes the process of detecting possible leaks in
the inner wall 200, bymonitoring and comparing the pressure values and if they have deviated from previously measured
pressure values with a time interval t, stored in the Memory Data Storage component.
[0136] A filling level prediction process is shown in flow diagram FIG. 12. It describes the process of predicting the max
pressure level P1 and P2 considering expected temperature changes that following the law of Gay-Lussac will result in a
pressure decrease (temperature drops) or pressure increase (temperature raises). This process will improve the filling
efficiency, to avoid the need for emptying because of P1 > P1,design or P2 > P2,design .
[0137] In the second aspect, the present invention relates to an energy handling system for handling energy, the energy
handling systemcomprisingat least onemulti-segment pressurevessel comprisingat least an inner segment andanouter
segment, and a controller according to the first aspect for dynamically controlling pressure of a first gas in the inner
segment and pressure of a second gas in the outer segment. The energy handling system may be built of several multi-
segment pressure vessels, and the multi-segment pressure vessels may be structural elements of the energy handling
system. Such energy handling system may be a pipeline, an energy storage construction such as for example a vertical
storage construction or a horizontal storage construction, a support construction for solar panels, a support construction
for a wind mill, etc. The constructive elements in the energy handling system may mostly or all be multi-segment
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compressed pressure vessels.
[0138] In a third aspect, the present invention also relates to a method for controlling pressure in at least one multi-
segment compressed pressure vessel of an energy handling system, the method comprising

obtaining data related to the pressure in the inner segment and data related to the pressure in the outer segment, and
dynamically determining control signals for controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment compressed
pressure vessel based on the data related to the pressure in the inner segment and the data related to the pressure in
the outer segment.

[0139] Further method steps may correspond to the device features expressed for the controller according to the first
aspect.
[0140] It is to be understood that although preferred embodiments, specific constructions and configurations, aswell as
materials, have been discussed herein for devices according to the present invention, various changes ormodifications in
formanddetailmaybemadewithout departing from thescopeof this invention.Stepsmaybeaddedor deleted tomethods
described within the scope of the present invention.

Claims

1. A controller (401) for controlling pressure in at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100) of an
energy handling system, the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100) thereby comprises at least an inner
segment (201) and an outer segment (101) substantially fully encompassing the inner segment (201), the controller
(401) comprising a data input (402) for receiving data related to the pressure (302, P1) in the inner segment (201) and
data related to the pressure (301, P2) in the outer segment (101), and a processor (404) being programmed for
deriving control signals for controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100) in
imbalance taking into account the data related to the pressure (302, P1) in the inner segment (201) and of the data
related to the pressure (301, P2) in the outer segment (101).

2. The controller (401) of claim 1, wherein controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel
(100) comprises controlling the pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100) as function of a
differential pressure between the inner segment (201) and the outer segment (101) of themulti-segment compressed
pressure vessel (100).

3. Thecontroller (401)of anyof thepreviousclaims,wherein thecontroller is configured for controlling thepressure in the
inner segment to be substantially higher than the pressure in the outer segment.

4. The controller (401) of any of the previous claims, wherein the data input is configured for receiving a pressure in the
inner segment (201) and/or a gas pressure in the outer segment (101).

5. The controller (401) according to any of the previous claims,

wherein the controller (401) is configured for controlling the pressure in one, more or all of the segments of the at
least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100), and/or
wherein the controller (401) is configured for controlling the pressure in one, more or all of the multi-segment
compressed pressure vessels (100) of the energy handling system.

6. Thecontroller (401)according toanyof thepreviousclaims, thecontroller beingconfigured for controlling thepressure
in theat least onemulti-segment compressedpressure vessel, taking intoaccount at least oneof a thickness,material
and diameter of a separation wall between the inner segment (201) and the outer segment (101) of the at least one
multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100).

7. The controller (401) according to any of the previous claims, the controller (401) being configured for controlling the
pressure in the at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel, taking into account a temperature of the at
least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.

8. The controller (401) according to any of the previous claims, the controller (401) furthermore comprising a data output
(408) for outputting control signals for controlling pressure in the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
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9. The controller (401) according to any of the previous claims, wherein the controller (401) is configured for controlling
one or more of a start-up process, a filling process, an emptying process, a process for dealing with imbalance, a
process for storing of gasses, and aprocess for leak detection in theat least onemulti-segment compressedpressure
vessel.

10. The controller (401) according to any of the previous claims,wherein the controller (401) is configured for determining
a filling process based on the control signals determined by furthermore taking into account predicted or forecasted
internal temperature changes.

11. An energy handling system comprising at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel and comprising a
controller (401) for controllinggaspressures in theat least onemulti-segment compressedpressure vessel according
to any of claims 1 to 10.

12. Anenergy handling systemaccording to claim11,wherein awall thicknessof awall betweenan inner segment andan
outer segmentof themulti-segment compressedpressurevessel is smaller than15mm,e.g. less than12mm,e.g. less
than 9mm.

13. A method for controlling pressure in at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel of an energy handling
system, the method comprising the steps of

- obtaining data related to thepressure in the inner segment anddata related to thepressure in theouter segment,
and
- determining control signals for dynamically controlling the pressure in the at least one multi-segment com-
pressedpressure vessel basedon thedata related to thepressure in the inner segment and thedata related to the
pressure in the outer segment.

14. Amethod according to claim 13, wherein said control signals are based on a differential pressure between the inner
segment (201) and the outer segment (101) of the multi-segment compressed pressure vessel (100).

15. Amethodaccording toanyof claims13 to14,wherein thesaidcontrolling comprisesoneormoreofa start-upprocess,
a filling process, an emptying process, a process for dealing with imbalance, a process for storing of gasses, and a
process for leak detection in the at least one multi-segment compressed pressure vessel.
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